
 1 

Third Sunday of Advent Year B. 17th December 2023. Rejoice for the Lord is Near.  

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near. 

Each year we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent also known as Gaudete, the church calls us to 

rejoice, to be consoled, and to be fearless. Why must we be rejoicing? While growing up as a child, 

we have a notion that when our parents travel, they must bring some goodies back to us as they 

return.  During the period of their travel, we never sleep well; we are always expecting their return, 

so much so that when we heard a car’s sound we jumped from our beds and ran outside to see if 

they were back. There was also the euphoria of expecting something special; therefore, we ate less 

or even without food, we were satisfied. If they eventually return, we receive gifts of biscuits and 

candies. Those were our best moments in life as a kid.  

Comparing this experienced in the story I gave, I may not be wrong if I say, rejoice all of you in 

the Lord for your light is coming soon, the giver of life, the perfect healer. The one prophet Isaiah 

spoke about, he is coming with a good tiding, he will visit the brokenhearted, the captives will 

experience liberty and prisoner be released. Most importantly, rejoice for he will cloth us with the 

robe of salvation. Like our childhood experienced, we should be happy and rejoice for the coming 

of our Lord Jesus who will not give us biscuit and candy like our parents but eternal life. 

In our seconds reading St. Paul reechoed the word Rejoice, and admonished us to pray without 

ceasing, and in all circumstances give thanks. He further said, do not quench the spirit and despised 

not the prophetic messages. Two weeks ago, we began this preparation of Advent, the coming of 

Jesus Christ, let us keep the spirit going; sometimes, it comes with challenges, such as what to do 

and what not to do. During this preparation, we wish to offer gifts to everyone, but we are 

constraint. Just move ahead with what you have and what you are able to do. Don't be sad because 

of your present situation; sickness or lack of money should not discourage you from participating 

in this year's Gaudate Sunday. 

John recounts the experience of the one whom he would not stay longer to experience his light that 

would be brought to the world, but he was happy to testify to that light so that all might believe 

through him. Though, he would not stay longer but he was pleased to announce His coming to the 

world. John placed himself lower than the one coming, indeed, he is not able to untie his sandal. 

John was humbled at His coming; this suggests that as we prepare to welcome Jesus into our hearts, 

humility is needed.  We must do away with pride, hatred, backbiting and put on the armored of 

love and mercy at his coming. It takes a heart full of Joy to put on the armor of love, humility, and 

generosity.  

May the Lord bestow his grace of love upon us and a generous heart like John Baptist to proclaim 

the coming Messiah.  Amen. Happy Gaudate Sunday 

Peace,  

Fr.  Jingbe Simon 


